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1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFTEL EMBASSY CONTACTED GEOTHERMAL 
COORDINATOR RAGNARS MAY 28 AND FOUND HIM RATHER VAGUE AND CONFUSED 
ON PROPOSED PILOT STUDY TOUR. ALTHOUGH HE HAD SUGGESTED TENTATIVE 
THREE-DAY SCHEDULE IN LETTER TO DR. JOHN HOWARD. HE WAS UNAWARE 
THAT A LARGE MULTINATIONAL GROUP MIGHT BE INVOLVED RATHER THAN 

A FEW PEOPLE FROM U.S. 

2. RAGNARS SAYS JUNE 24-27 PERIOD APPEARS SATISFACTORY BUT 
REQUESTS THAT PARTICIPANTS ARRANGE ALL THEIR OWN TRAVEL AND HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS. HE ASKS THAT USG ISSUE INVITATIONS AND INFORM HIM 
ASAP THE APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS. 
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3. EMBASSY HAS ALSO DISCUSSED PROPOSED VISIT WITH MFA WHICH WAS 
UNAWARE OF PENDING TOUR BUT RAISED NO OBIECTIONS. MFA PREFERS 
LEAVE ENTIRE MATTER IN RAGNARS' HANDS, WHO IS IN MINISTRY OF 
INDUSTRY. IN VIEW OF RAGNARS' UNCERTAINTY AND FACT THAT HE DID 
NOT APPEAR TO US TO SHOW ANY GREAT ENTHUSIASM FOR A LARGE- 
SCALE VISIT WITH ALL THE LOGISTICAL COMPLICATIONS INVOLVED IN 
COMING HERE AT HEIGHT OF TOURIST SEASON, WE SUGGEST DR. HOWARD 
MAY WISH TO CONTACT RAGNARS PERSONALLY WITH MORE DETAIL. 

4. COMMENT: IF TOUR GROUP VISITS ICELAND IT SHOULD KEEP IN MIND 
THAT VISIT WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE HEIGHT OF THE NATIONAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN WHERE RETENTION OF THE U.S.-MANNED NATO NAVAL BASE IS A 
MAIOR ISSUE. ELECTIONS ARE SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 30. THE LEADER OF THE 
ANTI-NATO, ANTI-BASE MOVEMENT IS THE COMMUNIST MINISTER OF INDUSTRY. 
THE SPONSORSHIP BY HIS MINISTRY PRESUMABLY WOULD TEND TO MINIMIZE 
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL HARM THAT A NATO TOUR MIGHT POSSIBLY CAUSE AT 
THIS SENSITIVE TIME. IT IS IMPORTANT, THEREFORE, THAT IT BE MADE 
CLEAR THAT ICELAND AND NOT USG IS THE SPONSOR. THIS EMBASSY 
SHOULD NOT BE INVOLVED IN THE LOGISTICS OR PLANNING. RAGNARS 
SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO DO THAT, AL 

YOUGH WE WOULD BE PLEASED 

TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FACILITATIVE SERVICES TO THE AMERICAN 
PARTICIPANTS, IF CALLED UPON. BECAUSE WE ARE TRYING TO MINIMIZE 
U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE, WE HOPE GROUP WILL NOT REQUEST U.S. 

MILITARY TRANSPORTATION WITHIN ICELAND. 

IRVING 
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